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Jewish Festivals: Turning Off Electrical Devices

You may not turn off or disconnect an operating electrical device (such as an alarm, appliance, light,

oven, or any machinery) on Jewish festivals, even using a shinui and even if the noise will prevent

you from sleeping. You may ask a non-Jew to turn it off, but you may not ask a Jew, not even a child

below bar/bat mitzva age.

NOTE If the device catches on fire, you may call the fire department or unplug it. However, there

must be an actual danger or actual fire in order for you to disconnect it yourself.  You may

not disconnect the device if there is only a chance that it will catch fire, unless an indirect

means (grama) is possible (in which case, it would be permissible; consult a rabbi).
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