Asking Non-Jew To Do M elacha D'Rabanan

e Toprevent alarge financial loss.

NOTE A largelossis subjective to the individual's actual wealth and also to that person's
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Y ou may ask a non-Jew to unlock an electric hotel door or trigger an entrance
door on Shabbat, since thisis for a Shabbat need and the action is not

A new guest arrives and you need the space on the table occupied by your
Shabbat candlesticks.

achild left onein atree house!).

Y ou may not climb the tree to retrieve the item, but you may ask a non-Jew to
retrieveit. You may ask anon-Jew to turn on air conditioning.

Y ou may ask anon-Jew (directly, no need to hint) to turn off alight if it
interferes with someone's sleeping.

¢ For other pressing (and certainly for life-threatening) needs, such as
health, even if the person not sick.

All of these are d'rabanan cases!

© Copyright 2026 Richard B. Aiken | www.practicalhalacha.com


https://mail.practicalhalacha.com

