CHANUKA

INTRODUCTION TO CHANUKA

Introduction to Chanuka

Greeks wanted to destroy Judaism and Jewish practices and have the Jews follow the Greek culture and
religion. A small group of Jews defeated the Greek army, which was the world's greatest military force at the

their religion was being threatened).
CHANUKA: BACKGROUND

Chanuka: Main Miracle

Chanuka: Why Eight Days
Eight days were required for the people who had contact with dead people to become ritually pure in order to
make new olive oil.

Chanuka: Why Asher Kidshanu

CHANUKA: CUSTOMS

Chanuka: Customs: Foods

CHANUKA: CANDLES

CHANUKA CANDLES: MEANING

Chanuka: Candles: Meaning

CHANUKA: CANDLES WHAT TO LIGHT

Chanuka: Candles: What To Light: Menora Shape

clearly is not part of the other eight candles.

NOTE You may put oil lights directly onto awindowsill or other level surface, but candles must bein or on
some type of holder.

CHANUKA: CANDLES HOW MANY TO LIGHT

Chanuka: Candles: One per House



custom.

Same area.

CHANUKA: CANDLES: WHO SHOULD LIGHT

Chanuka: Candles: Who May Light

the halachic requirement that one candle per household per night must be lit.

Chanuka: Candles: Light for Yourself

can see the candles. Do not wake children below gil chinuch.

Chanuka: Candles: Obligation for Women To Light

However, awifeisrequired to light if her husband is not present, and girls (above 12 years old) are
required to light if no men are present.

Chanuka: Candles: Wife May Light for Husband

NOTE If your wifelit for you and you return late at night, you do not need to light for yourself.

CHANUKA: CANDLES: WHERE TO LIGHT

Chanuka: Candles: Light in Own Home, Except...

each person's home (and not in groups at one home with several families together).

Chanuka: Candles: Place Anywhere

done in Isradl, since the candles should not belit in a place where the wind would blow them out if
not for the box around them.

CHANUKA: CANDLES WHEN TO LIGHT

Chanuka: Candles: Light After Dark

the ideal and proper time is after dark.



NOTE
Although eating a snack, working, and other activities are permitted before lighting the candles,
nothing should be done that might make you forget to light the candles, and it is best to light the
candles as soon as possible.

Chanuka: Candles: Latest Time To Light

daybreak).

Chanuka: Candles: If You Fell Asleep before Lighting

CHANUKA: CANDLES: HOW LONG MUST BURN

Chanuka: Candles: Must Burn 30 Minutes
Chanuka candles must burn for at least 30 minutes after dark.

relit, even if it burns out in less than 30 minutes.

Chanuka: Candles: Relighting Candle that Blew Out

dark, if they had been lit in a place where they would not be expected to have blown out.
If they werelit in awindy or drafty place, you must relight them in a different place and say the blessings

again.

CHANUKA: CANDLES: WHAT YOU MAY DO WHILE...

Chanuka: Candles: Do Not Use Light

REASON In order to show that we are not using the candles for any other purpose.
NOTE “Work” may include some housework but usually means skilled labor done by professionals

CHANUKA: CANDLES HOW TO LIGHT

Chanuka Candles: Light Left to Right; Add Right to L eft

e Lehadlik ner shel Chanuka.

e She'asa nisim|'avoteinu ba'yamim ha'heim ba'zman ha'zeh.




¢ Light the left-most candle first and proceed to the next candle on the right, and so on.

NOTE Saying Ma'oz Tzur isawidespread custom but is not required.
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Chanukiah

Chanuka' Candles: Lighting on Friday

e Evenif your first timeis the second or subsequent nights.

e Evenif someonelit for you the previous night.

CHANUKA: SYNAGOGUE MENORA

Chanuka: Synagoguel\/lenora‘ Where

while standing on the south sde and facing north (the person lighting wi II be faC| ng toward theinsi de of the
Synagogue).

Chanuka: Synagogue Menora: How Long To Burn



period but that is the ideal minimum duration for burning.

Chanuka: Synagogue Menora: SheHecheyanu in Synagogue

CHANUKA: HALLEL

Chanuka: Hallel on Rosh Chodesh
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