AGRICULTURE

INTRODUCTION TO AGRICULTURE

Introduction to Agriculture

FORBIDDEN MIXTURES (KILAYIM)

INTRODUCTION TO FORBIDDEN MIXTURES (KILAYIM)

Introduction to Forbidden Mixturesg/Kilayim

¢ Individual creations true to themselves, in the way they were created by God, and

¢ Different, or opposing, spiritual forces governing creation in their own places and within their own
bounds.

¢ Animals (not yoking an ox and donkey together; not interbreeding, say, a horse and a donkey to
produce a mule),

¢ Clothing - not wearing a garment made of a mixture of linen and wool (shaatnez), and
e Plants (interplanting, interbreeding, and grafting different species)
NOTE Vineyardsin Eretz Yisrael may only be near fruit treesif:

e A wall dividesfruit tree and vineyard, OR

e Thevineyard is not abonafide vineyard. A bonafide vineyard has at least 5 grapevinesin at
least two rows, with at least two vinesin one row and three in the other.



Vineyard

Minimum Kerem: Vineyard of Five Vines in Two Rows
*Note Minimum Row is Two Vines
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FORBIDDEN MIXTURES (KILAYIM): ANIMALS

CROSSBREEDING ANIMALS (KILAYIM)

Using an Animal Crossbred by Someone Else
Y ou may not crossbreed animals, but you may use such an animal if it was already crossbred by someone
else.

FORBIDDEN MIXTURES (KILAYIM): PLANTS

FORBIDDEN MIXTURES (KILAYIM): PLANTING IN EARTH

Kilayim: Planting in Eretz Yisrael

prohibition covers all types of food-producing plants: herbs; vegetables; grains; trees....

EXAMPLE  InEretz Yisrael, do not plant a vegetable with afruit or grain or one type of vegetable with
another type of vegetable, one type of fruit with a different type of fruit, and one type of grain
with another type of grain.

FORBIDDEN MIXTURES (KILAYIM): PLANTING IN POTS

Kilayim: Planting in Potsin Eretz Yisrael
Within Eretz Yisrael, you may not plant disparate species in the same pot if the pot:

¢ |smade of wood or earthenware, or

¢ Hasaholein the bottom, regardless of the material it is made from.

If the pot does not have a hole in the bottom and if it is made of plastic, glass, or metal, you may plant
multiple species together.

Kilayim: Planting in Pots outside of Eretz Yisrael



FORBIDDEN MIXTURES (KILAYIM): GRAFTING

Grafting When Kilayim
Y ou may not:

o Graft two trees of different species together (grafting a branch or shoot from one tree onto the trunk
of adifferent type of tree).

¢ Pay someone elseto graft atree for you, not even a non-Jew.

NOTE You may use such atreeif it was already grafted by someone else.

ORLA

ORLA: GENERAL QUESTIONS

Orla: Which Uses Are Prohibited

eating.

Orla; Which Fruit IsOrla

NOTE Itisnot possible to redeem neta revai in the old city of Jerusalem!

Orla: Which Part of the Plant | s Prohibited

ORLA: HOW TO CALCULATE

Orla Planting Deadline
Trees planted at |east 45 days before Rosh Hashana (that is, by Tu B'Av) are considered to be one year old on
that Rosh Hashana.

How To Calculate When Orlals Over
Y ou may eat tree fruit if the tree's buds appeared after Tu B'Shvat of the fourth year. This may be a span of
only 2.5 yearsiif the tree was planted on or before Tu B'Av (at |east 45 days before Rosh Hashana):

1st Year Tu B'Av to Rosh Hashana #1

2nd Year Rosh Hashana #1 to Rosh Hashana #2

3rd Year Rosh Hashana #2 to Rosh Hashana #3

4th Year Rosh Hashana #3 to Tu B'Shvat

EXAMPLE A fruit tree planted on Tu B'Av, Aug. 15, 2011, will be one year old 6 weeks |ater, on Rosh
Hashana, Sept. 29, 2011. By Rosh Hashana, Sept. 5, 2013, the tree will have completed three
years and it entersits fourth year. Budsthat appear on or after Tu B'Shvat, Jan. 15, 2014, and
turninto fruit will be neta revai and may be redeemed and eaten.

Orla: Doubt about Tree Agein Eretz Yisrael
Do not eat fruit from atree growing in Eretz Yisrael if you are not certain about the age of atree that might
be three years old or less.

Orla: Doubt about Tree Age outside of Eretz Yisrael
Y ou may eat fruit from atree growing outside of Eretz Yisrael if you are not certain about the age of atree
that might be three years old or less.

Orla: Transplanted Trees



If atree (whether younger or older than 4 years) is transplanted but did not have enough soil on its roots to

ORLA: INDIVIDUAL FRUITS

Orla: Grapesoutside of Eretz Yisrael
Outside of Eretz Yisrael, only grapes (not other types of “tree” fruit) need to be redeemed in the fourth year
of their growth in order to eat them.

NOTE Wearelenient in using commercially grown grapes due to doubt as to the grapevines ages.
Orla: Papayasin Eretz Yisrae
Papayas grown in Eretz Yisrael may not be usable, since papaya trees don't normally live for four years.

NOTE Thereisadifference of opinion asto the blessing over eating papaya— borei pri ha'eitz or borei pri

ha'adama.)

FIRSTS(REISHIT)

INTRODUCTION TO FIRSTS (REISHIT)

Introduction to Firsts (Reishit)

“First” appliesto:

e First-Born/Petter Rechem

sacrificed on altar; now, permanent holy status--see Selling Mother Animal before Birth of
Petter Rechem.

e First-born male donkeys/petter rechem chamor (redeemed with sheep/goat; holiness of both
the donkey and the sheep or goat then disappears).

¢ Dough/Challa

NOTE All of the above have holy status except for the wool and the human petter rechem.

REISHIT: KOSHER DOMESTIC ANIMALS

PETTER RECHEM
Selling Mother Animal before Birth of Petter Rechem

completely owned by a Jew, is a petter rechem (which may not be used for any purpose).


https://mail.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=3142
https://mail.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=3142
https://mail.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=926
https://mail.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=926
https://mail.practicalhalacha.com/halacha.php?id=3069

WHAT TO DO
Before the mother has her first baby, sell part of her to a non-Jew so the firstborn will not be

recommended!

REISHIT: PIDYON HABEIN
TERUMA/MA'ASER

TERUMA/MA'ASER: WHICH PRODUCE TO SEPARATE

TERUMA/MA’ASER: LOCATION

Teruma/Ma'aser: Location: Grown in Eretz Yisrael

TERUMA/MA’ASER: TYPESOF PLANTS

Teruma/Ma'aser: Typesof Plants: Herbs

TERUMA/MA’ASER: OWNERSHIP

Teruma/Ma'aser: Owner ship: Separating Hefkeir Produce

brought into your house.

Teruma/Ma'aser: Ownership: What |sHefkeir Produce

thefruit is:

¢ Still onthetree or fallen on the ground.

e Growing on public grounds or privately owned property.

TERUMA/MA'ASER: QUANTITY

Teruma/Ma'aser: Quantity: On How Much To Separate

amount.

TERUMA/MA'ASER: WHEN TO SEPARATE

Teruma/Ma'aser: When To Separate: Not on Shabbat

Teruma/Ma'aser: When To Separate: Cooking Outside

SITUATION  You cook, outside, fruit from a privately owned tree in Eretz Yisrael.

TERUMA/MA'ASER: HOW TO SEPARATE



PROCEDURE FOR SEPARATING TERUMOT AND MA'ASROT

Procedurefor Separating Terumot and Ma'asr ot

permission)

Post this document in a conspicuous place.

NOTE The coin you are using for the separation must be in front of you (for the ma‘aser. sheini).

she'yeish kahn ve'od tish'a chalakim k'moto be'tzad tzefono shel ha'peirot harei hu ma'aser rishon. Oto
echad me'me'a she'asitiv ma'aser rishon asuy terumat ma'aser, uma'aser sheini b'dromo, u'mechulal hu
ve'chumsho al peruta be'matbei‘a sh'yichidita lechilul ma'aser sheini ve'revai. Ve'imtzarich ma'aser ani
ye'hei ma'aser ani bi‘dromo. Im hu revai ye'hei mechulal hu ve'chumsho al peruta be'matbei'a
she'yichidita I€' chilul ma'aser sheini ve'revai.

Translation

(If thereisafood of one type that requires separation) Whatever is MORE than one hundredth of this

terumat ma'aser.
Furthermore, | am proclaiming ma.aser. sheini to be in effect on the south side of the food, and | am

coin that | havein front of me.

If thereis afood of more than one type, add each type of food for its type.

3. Wrap the broken or cut-off piece in plastic and discard.

4. The coin--dime or coin of greater value--must eventually be disposed of in such a manner that it will not
be used.

5. Thefood may now be eaten.


http://www.star-k.org/<span class=

If you do not want to say the long version, you may say this shorter version, after having separated a piece
larger than 1% of the total food:
All separations and redemptions shall take effect asis specified in this Star-K document outlining the

IMPORTANT

Y ou must say the blessing lehafrish trumot u'ma’asrot if you know the produce definitely needed to have

BUT you must not say the blessing if the produce might have:

¢ Not been grown on Jewish-owned land in halachic Eretz Yisrael, OR

target="_blank">Star-K article

Teruma/Ma'aser: Bal Tashchit

SHMITA

INTRODUCTION TO SHMITA

Introduction to Shmita
Every seventh year, fruits, vegetables, grains, and legumes grown in Eretz Yisrael are subject to the laws of “

of the southern part of the State of Isragl, including the Arava and southern Negev al the way to


http://www.star-k.org/<span class=
http://www.star-k.org/<span class=

Eilat, land south of Gaza, etc. Some people include the Golan. Many people also include any land
currently “owned” by Arabs.

SHMITA: FRUIT

Shmita: Fruit: Otzar Bet Din

WHAT TO DO AN otzar bet din can be set up to distribute fruit and pay the farmer for hiswork on
distributing. The otzar bet din then distributes the fruit to the public and gets reimbursed for
the expenses.

Shmita: Fruit: Who May Eat

double-bag them and put them in the garbage). Y ou must put them aside to rot before disposal.

Shmita: Canned Fruit from Eretz Yisra€
Y ou may not buy canned fruit or other produce from Eretz Yisrael (evenin later years) if the produce grew

SHMITA: GRAIN AND VEGETABLES

Shmita: Grain and Vegetables: Benefiting From

may be derived from them).

SHMITA: PLANTS

Watering the Ground during Shmita

SHMITA: WINE

Buying and Using Shmita Wine

¢ May not waste even one drop,
e Must useit only in the norma way, and

e May not dispose of the residue in the bottle until it has become unpotable.



YASHAN

INTRODUCTION TO YASHAN

Introduction to Yashan

with regard to grain that was grown outside of Eretz Yisradl.

YASHAN: HALACHOT

When Grain Becomes Y ashan

Passover in Eretz Yisrael and the fourth day outside of Eretz Yisradl.

Yashan and Matza

FRUIT TREES: SPECIAL LAWS

FRUIT TREES: BLESSING OVER BLOSSOM S

When To Say Blessing over New Fruit Blossoms
The first time each year that you see blossoms on an edible-fruit tree, say the blessing “shelo chisar ba'olamo

NOTE You may say the blessing on asingle tree, even though the blessing says “trees’ (plural).

FRUIT TREES: REMOVING

Laws on Removal of Fruit Tree
Y ou may not remove afruit tree that is still producing fruit, even

e For lumber,
o If thetreeis diseased,

o If areplacement tree would yield more fruit.

EXCEPTION A fruit tree may be uprooted or cut downif it is not producing at least 46 oz. (2 Ibs., 14 0z.--
about 1.3 kg) of fruit each year.

Removal of Productive Fruit Tree

To remove from your property afruit tree that produces at least 46 oz. of fruit each year, you must sell the
tree to anon-Jew. The non-Jew may then removeit.
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